




Dies at Age 48 
St. Petersburg Times Photo 
Frank J. McMahon, 48, chief investi­
gator for The Humane Society of the 
United States, died on July 1 after 
suffering a series of strokes over the 
past 6 months. 
Mr. McMahon had been a driving 
force in HSUS investigative activities 
from 1961 until last December. He was 
best known for his investigations of dog 
dealers, research laboratories, and 
inhumane transportation of animals. His 
work took him to rodeo arenas, slaugh­
terhouses, stockyards, cockfights, dog 
fights, animal auctions, and the Pribilof 
Islands seal clubbing. 
Rodeo promoters, dog fight enthusi­
asts, and other persons who earn their 
living by exploiting animals could spot 
his face in a crowd and had their fol­
lowers constantly on the alert for his 
presence. He had been shot at, threat­
ened with personal harm, and his home 
in Washington's Foggy Bottom section 
had been bugged. 
One of the many headlines describing 
McMahon's activities labeled him a 
'"tough guy." And he was tough. Once, 
when the Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) 
wouldn't allow a cargo of African ani­
mals destined for American zoos to dock 
in New York, he told USDA officials that 
he would see to it that the animals were 
humanely destroyed unless they were 
unloaded. The officials relented, and 
the ship was cleared to enter the harbor. 
When it arrived alongside the dock, 
there was Frank McMahon standing on 
the bridge. He had convinced the cap­
tain of a small boat to take him along­
side the ship at 3 a.m. when the ship 
was still outside the 3-mile limit. 
But McMahon was no tough guy in 
dealing with fellow humanitarians. 
Humane leaders throughout the nation 
remember him as the man from Wash­
ington who came to help them put an 
end to local cruelties. 
One of McMahon's best known ac­
complishments was a 1966 raid on a 
Maryland dog dealer, in which he was 
accompanied by writers and photog­
raphers for Life magazine. The atrocities 
McMahon uncovered at the site were 
featured in an article headlined "Con­
centration Camp for Dogs," which re­
sulted in more than 80,000 letters to 
Congress. In subsequent congressional 
hearings, McMahon played a key role 
in the passage of the Animal Welfare 
Act of 1966, which required the humane 
treatment and care of animals destined 
for and being used in research labora­
tories. 
"Frank McMahon was one of the most 
valuable assets HSUS had for fighting 
cruelty," said HSUS President John A. 
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Life Photo by Stan Wayman 
Millions of Life magazine readers 
followed Frank McMahon's raid of a 
Maryland dog dealer in a 1966 article 
entitled "Concentration Camp for 
Dogs." In the photo at left, McMahon 
testified before Pinellas County, Fla., 
commissioners in support of a county 
spay and neuter clinic in 1973. 
Hoyt after learning of McMahon's death. 
"There is no doubt that he helped make 
this nation more humane. He was 
courageous beyond the point of caution 
when fighting for the cause of animals. 
All of us who knew and worked with 
him will miss his indomitable spirit and 
his unceasing compassion toward his 
fellow creatures." 
Mr. McMahon is survived by his 
mother, Mrs. Victoria Middleton of Lynn, 
Mass., and a sister, Mrs. Maryan 
Rudzinsky of Winthrop, Mass. The 
family requests that expressions of 
sympathy be in the form of contribu­
tions to the Frank J. McMahon Memor­
ial Fund established by HSUS to sup­
port prevention of cruelty to animals. 
□ 
Cruelty Rampant at America's 
Horse Riding Stables 
"Horses for Rent." Drive down almost 
any rural highway surrounding a large 
metropolitan area and you'll see signs 
beckoning city slickers to exchange a 
few greenbacks for a horseback rlde in 
the country. More often than not a 
person renting a horse from one of the 
thousands of commercial horse riding 
stables in the U.S. will be given an 
animal that is overworked, underfed, 
and in need of veterinary care. 
HSUS receives scores of complaints 
annually from distraught citizens who 
are shocked by the neglectful and in­
humane manner in which rental horses 
are treated. Except in the most blatant 
cases of cruelty, weak anti-cruelty laws 
in many state and local jurisdictions 
often make it difficult for HSUS to force 
stable owners to improve treatment of 
their horses. HSUS has discovered that 
the owners of the stables it has inves­
tigated are more concerned with making 
money than with caring for the animals' 
needs. A stable boy at a Padre Island, 
Texas, riding stable that HSUS recently 
investigated told Bernard M. Weller, 
field representative for the HSUS Gulf 
States Region, that "there are times 
when the horses go 3 days without food 
because they are not fed if they are not 
rented." The stable owner was charged 
with cruelty by Weller and later con­
victed. 
Last March Weller was asked to 
investigate the Westheimer Stable near 
Houston by Peter Haig, president of 
the Citizens for Animal Protection of 
Houston. Weller found 19 horses in an 
advanced state of emaciation. He re­
ported that the animals' spines, hips, 
ribs, and chest bones were overly 
exposed and that most of the animals' 
coats were matted and dirty. One horse 
had an open, raw sore on its right 
flank. A customer at the stable told 
Weller she had observed one of the 
horses eating its own excrement. 
Weller described the stable as dirty, 
drafty, and piled high with manure. He 
found no water containers in the stalls 
and no signs that hay had been fed to 
the horses. Many of the stalls had been 
chewed, some were kicked in and 
broken, pushing boards loose and ex­
posing nails that were dangerous to the 
horses. Water from a nearby road 
drained into the stalls, and a pasture 
provided for the horses was almost 
barren of grass. 
In a letter to the owner of the stable, 
Mrs. Avis Hairston, Weller urged that a 
veterinarian be called immediately to 
examine the horses, as well as to pre­
scribe a high nutritional diet. Weller 
warned Mrs. Hairston she was in viola­
tion of Texas State Penal Code 42:11 
which states that a person commits a 
crime if he intentionally or knowingly 
fails to provide food, care, or shelter 
for an animal in his custody or confines 
the animal in a cruel manner. 
HSUS investigator Bernard Weller took this 
photo of an emaciated riding horse at the 
Westheimer Stable in Texas in spite of the 
owner's protest. 
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Weller returned to the stable on 
several occasions offering numerous 
recommendations to improve the health 
and living conditions for the horses. 
Mrs. Hairston refused to follow Weller's 
recommendations _and threatened to 
sue HSUS for interference and harass­
ment in her stable operation. 
In a hearing before a local court Dr. 
R. D. Ward, chief of veterinary public 
health services for the Harris County 
Health Dept., confirmed Weller's find­
ings. He said he had investigated the 
stable 2 years ago and made recom­
mendations for its improvement (identi­
cal to Weller's) but that they had not 
been acted upon in that time. 
At the request of a local court Dr. 
Ward examined the horses and found 
some of them to be only 50% of their 
normal weight. He also discovered 
numerous violations of the Texas health 
code at the stable. 
Mrs. Hairston was evicted from the 
stable, but she subsequently set up 
another stable operation using the West­
heimer horses. She is now awaiting 
trial on charges of cruelty to animals. 
In her defense, Mrs. Hairston said, 
"I believe that fat, healthy horses are 
too dangerous for children to ride. My 
old, thin horses are safer for little 
children." 
HSUS is convinced that the inhumane 
conditions at the Westheimer Stable 
exist in scores of stables throughout the 
nation. Few states have laws that spe­
cifically regulate horse riding stables. 
In some states, including Maryland, 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts, laws 
regulate stable owners by requiring spe­
cific conditions under which they must 
maintain their horses. They also require 
a yearly veterinary examination of 
horses to insure the regulations are up­
held. 
Humanitarians who want riding stables 
in their state to be regulated are urged 
to write HSUS for guidelines on the sale 
and rental of horses. 
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